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The USDA-funded interior ADA 

and security renovations were 

completed! COMO funds  

supported upgrades to the 

kitchen and a classroom,  

paving the parking lot, installing 

vinyl trim and purchasing a 

much needed pick-up truck. 

We are grateful. 

EXCELLENCE 

PROGRAMS 
ROOTED IN 

Your generosity helped  

 refurbish the four aging tennis 

courts  - bringing the tennis   

facility back into action!  

The tennis and paddle courts 

with warming hut make the 

COMO campus a premier 

racquet sport destination. 

Your donations helped outfit 

the COMO MakerSpace with 

emerging technologies such 

as 3D printers and a laser 

 printer to build upon this  

learning environment and  

support makers of all ages—

like Keira!  



 

2018 Coach of the Year 

Elke Bellet 
Elke Bellet loves being an athletics 

coach. Last year, after two years 

as assistant coach, she stepped 

up to became the head field 

hockey coach at the COMO. It 

has been an incredibly rewarding 

experience for her. “I love seeing 

how fast kids pick up new skills 

and how they work together and 

support each other on the team.” 

Until two years ago, there wasn’t 

a field  hockey program in  

Stonington for students not yet in 

high school. “The COMO plays a 

vital role in the community, which 

is so important,” Elke said. “We’re 

so lucky to have the COMO in  

Stonington.” 

Justin  

Paoloni         

 

2019 Whitman Award Recipients 
 

Justin Paoloni   
Justin has risen through the COMO ranks, starting with Kinder-fun at four,  

COMO Kids from first to seventh grade, and graduating to the COMO Junior   

Leadership Program (JLP). For the past five years, Justin has been a COMO        

volunteer, participating in the Village Fair and other community events. He 

attributes his experiences at the COMO to his understanding of the  

importance of community. Next year, he will be attending the University of 

Connecticut, pursuing degrees in Biophysics and Neurobiology. After college 

he plans to go on to medical school and begin his career as a doctor. 
 

Christian Donovan 

Christian took part in tennis lessons and karate at the COMO before joining 

the JLP program in high school. He says JLP has been one of the most  

valuable experiences he has ever had. He has learned independence,  

perseverance and how to care for the community around him, all from  

helping run summer camp, food drives, Village Fair and more. With the help 

of the Whitman Award, Christian plans to bring this spirit of volunteerism and 

community to Cornell University and beyond.  Salutatorian of his class,  

Christian is considering pre-med as a future path. 

PARTNERS & NEIGHBORS 

2018 Volunteer of the Year 

Shaun Mastroianni 
 

Shaun first became involved with 

the COMO as a Stars over  

Stonington gala attendee. In 2017, 

he volunteered  to Chair the  

Committee. He then agreed to 

take on the role again in 2018. 

Since then, he’s worked tirelessly to 

make the annual gala a success. 

For him, the COMO is a place 

where people can come  together 

no matter their backgrounds. “The 

COMO brings people together; 

where you put your differences 

aside and just have fun,” he said. 

“Every community should have a 

resource like the COMO that 

 provides services and activities for 

the community.” 

2018 Business of the Year 
Mystic River Building Company 

 

Owner Nort Wheeler has a long 

history with the COMO—he 

played rec basketball when he 

was 12 and remembers attending 

dances where Greg Piccolo and 

other musicians would play. He 

knows firsthand the importance of 

having a safe space for children 

to thrive. “I love giving back to the 

COMO because I think it’s so  

important for the children in our 

community to have an  

opportunity to interact with other 

children and learn and grow in a 

safe, caring environment,” he 

said. “The COMO was a big part 

of my life growing up and I’m 

happy to give back so that others 

can enjoy it as well.” 

 

A COMO-UNITY 

Christian  

Donovan 



 

The Doris Muller Preschool @ the COMO 

earned accreditation from the  

National Association for the  

Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
*Less than 10 percent of all childcare centers,  

preschools and kindergartens nationally achieve this.  

3D printers and a Glowforge laser 

printer were added to the  

MakerSpace, expanding the  

programming and learning  

possibilities in this dynamic space.  

The curriculum is more than I could have 

asked for. My kids learn the basic intro to school 

education plus a wide range of outside the box 

creative, imaginative education. They learned 

about the world around them and how to look 

at it, care for it and search for it in other loca-

tions. They have become adventurous and  

eager to show/tell me all they have learned.  

- Preschool Parent 

“ 

I loved the class so much, I downloaded 

the software at home and started to design. I 

liked that it was so fun learning how to design 

things and create things on the 3D printer. I think 

the problem-solving and computer skills I 

learned will help me at home and school. 3D 

printing is the best!” 

- Keira, Age 9 

“ 

Almost three years ago, my son was  

diagnosed with ASD. He resisted doing team 

sports any time I tried to put him in them. In May,  

I enrolled him in the COMO’s soccer program. 

Through Coach Winnie’s encouragement and 

support, he gained confidence to join his  

teammates on the field and ended the season 

looking forward to playing again. We look  

forward to playing soccer again and  

mainstreaming him into even more sports  

because of the COMO and Coach Winnie.  

-Sara, a COMO parent 

“ 

Jerry Albrikes was 

brought on as the 

COMO Racquet 

Pro, leading  

tennis and paddle 

tennis programs 

for all ages and 

abilities. 

 I always find the best vintage clothes and 

housewares here! And you can't beat the 

prices AND lovely sales people! "    

-COMO Thrift Shopper 

We exceeded our 

goal of 1,000  

followers for  

COMO Thrift’s 

 Instagram!  

“ 
 

2018 was a great year.  

COMO soccer 

players learned 

valuable skills 

and gained            

confidence on 

the field! 

Thank YOU for your support! 



 

2018 BY THE  
NUMBERS 

“If it weren’t for the COMO, I am certain that I would not be the same  

fun loving, patient and compassionate person that I am today.” 

-Justin Paoloni, JLP student and 2019 Whitman Scholarship Recipient 

Junior Leaders jump for joy 

during JLP training week! 48 

teens participated in the  

program, which focuses on 

building future leaders 

through volunteerism and 

community service. 

Our partner, The Stonington  

Garden Club, & COMO 

preschoolers enjoy planting 

day in the Children’s Garden. 

During 2018, the club initiated 

a major renovation to the  

garden.  

26,777 Transactions at COMO Thrift thanks to the generosity of our community 

9,218 Transactions at the COMO front office serving patrons, members and donors 

4,400  Adult & youth arts, STEAM and athletic program participants served   

5,000+  Hours donated by our dedicated community volunteers—Thank you! 

Security and accessibility 

for all who visit the COMO 

building thanks to USDA  

facility upgrades. 


